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INTRODUCTION1

For a considerable time, there have been many voices opposing the
concept of hell as a place of eternal punishment. One of the more
violent voices opposing the idea was the English agnostic philosopher
Bertrand Russell. He wrote an essay, entitled Why I Am Not A Chris-
tian, pointing out what he believed to be moral defects in the teachings
of Jesus. One of these “defects” was the Lord’s teaching on the subject
of hell. Russell said: “I must say that I think all this doctrine, that hell
fire is a punishment for sin, is a doctrine of cruelty. It is a doctrine that
put cruelty into the world and gave the world generations of cruel
torture.”2

The concept of hell as a place of eternal punishment for the
ungodly is quite shocking for the average individual and often seems
to be not palatable for the liberal mind-set of the American culture.
Multitudes in America and around the world believe that God will not
allow anyone to be eternally punished. Many individuals simply cast
aside the idea of the existence of hell. It is not so shocking that many
unbelievers consider the idea of hell quite repugnant; however, it is
very alarming that many who say they believe the Bible object to the
Bible’s clear teaching on this matter. One philosopher doing research
on the subject of hell at the Berkeley University Library said that
almost all the books on the subject were very old and in storage. Then
he said he found the very idea of hell as both incredible and repulsive,
that the very idea of hell is the maximum of evil.3 In an oral debate
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concerning the existence of God, this philosopher clearly denied the
existence of hell.

God’s people must be prepared to accept whatever is taught in the
Bible concerning the correct concept of hell. It seems that man has
often had a difficult time in accepting the idea of hell as being a place
of eternal punishment for the ungodly. This difficulty will, in all
likelihood, be intensified in the future, both inside and outside of the
Lord’s church. Yet, God’s church must believe and obey the Scriptures,
not the changing fads of culture. The apostles said: “We ought to obey
God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The deciding factor concerning the
subject of hell is not one’s culture; the deciding factor must be what
God’s Word says about the matter.4

Why do so many individuals deny the existence of hell, in spite of
the clear teaching of God’s Word on this subject? Man is restricted in
his understanding by various factors. These include: 1)Time, 2)
Experience, 3) Knowledge, and 4) Ability. Man’s sense of plausibility
and possibility are affected by these elements. Some of the truths that
God has revealed to man will challenge him to think beyond these
restrictions. The concept of hell is one of the things that challenges
these limitations. Thus, many in the world, and even some in the Lord’s
church, deny the reality of hell as a place of eternal punishment for all
who rebel against God’s will.5

Men deny the existence of hell for various reasons. Some of them
are:

• The concept of hell is irreconcilable with man’s suppositions.
Many simply do not believe that they will give an account to
God for how they have lived in this life.

• Individuals deny the concept of hell because it is incompatible
with their society. American society is materialistic and filled
with sensuality. Often little if anything is said in our society
about spiritual and eternal things. Man rebels at the very thought
of his actions being considered as sinful.

• Likely hell is often denied because the very idea is irritating to
man’s sensitivities. The thought of everlasting punishment is
unsettling for many in our world.

• Some do not believe in the punishment for the wicked after this
life is over because they would rather that such is not the case.
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It is for the same reason the murderer would rather there was no
death penalty.

• The concept of hell may be denied by many simply because it is
not a very pleasant teaching. Naked truth is often not pleasant.

• Many do not believe in hell because they think it is not what a
loving God would allow. Many do not think of the fact that the
lips of Jesus taught the beautiful Sermon on the Mount; those
same lips taught about mansions in heaven and eternal punish-
ment in hell. He used the strongest possible terms and the most
forcible language to impress on man the never ending punish-
ment of the ungodly.

Despite protests to the contrary, there is incredible evidence for the
existence of hell. It is fascinating that many who do not believe in hell
do believe in heaven. Yet, many teachings in the Scriptures concerning
the reality of hell are found in the same context as the Lord’s teaching
concerning heaven.6

One must realize that what his society thinks can influence him.
American society for the most part cannot seem to reconcile Jesus with
His awesome judgment. It cannot equate a loving Jesus with everlasting
punishment in hell. The Lord did teach about love and concern for our
fellow man. However, He also taught many things about hell as a place
of everlasting punishment for those who reject Him; and, this same
Jesus warns man about hell because of His love and concern for man.7

Man should consult the Bible concerning the concept of hell, or any
other doctrine found in God’s Word (Isa. 8:20; 2 Tim. 3:16-17;
1 Thess. 5:21; Gal. 1:8-9). When one finds God’s thoughts on a matter,
he should submit to the Word of his Creator. What this writer (or
anyone else) feels or thinks about the matter is not the issue. The most
important question about hell clearly is: What does the Bible teach
concerning the subject of hell? The Bible has an abundance of
information on the subject. Many are surprised to learn that Jesus spoke
more about hell than any other preacher in the Bible. Buis aptly said:
“The knowledge of hell comes almost exclusively from the teachings
of Jesus.”8 Surely, man will listen to Jesus (Heb. 2:1-4; Mt. 17:5; Jn.
2:5; 12:48). If man rejects His words then he has no hope, for Jesus is
the last spokesman of our Creator (Heb. 10:18ff). Any individual who
desires to please God will listen to the teaching of His Son, Jesus
Christ! What are God’s thoughts on this very important subject?
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Dissenting Voices Among The Churches Of Christ
There is a number of well-known denominational groups that

denies the concept of conscious eternal punishment for the ungodly.9

Surprisingly, there are even those in our brotherhood who are defend-
ing this view. During the Restoration Movement in America, a preacher
named Jesse Ferguson said that he never believed the wicked would be
cast into hell, and that upon the evidence offered he would never
believe it. This preacher was strongly opposed by the faithful and his
influence was not significant. Eventually, he went into denominational-
ism. However, false doctrines often have a way of appearing again
among our brethren, and unfortunately, it seems this concept is
challenging our brotherhood again. The opposing voices seem to be
growing in our day. These voices must be strongly challenged and
defeated, as they have been in the past.10

Current Dissenters
At this point in the study, consider some of the current dissenters

in our brotherhood who oppose the concept of eternal punishment in
hell for the ungodly. In 1982, Edward Fudge published his book, The
Fire That Consumes. In this book, our brother advocates that punish-
ment for the ungodly will not be for eternity—he does not believe hell
will be an everlasting punishment. This work advocates what is called
“total everlasting extinction.” In spite of the error taught in Fudge’s
book, it seems some brethren have been so impressed with it that they
may be ready to adopt this view. John Clayton, a popular lecturer
among many congregations, has admitted that he has problems with the
idea of God punishing forever those who reject Him. Furthermore, he
highly recommends Fudge’s book in his own writings. F. LaGard
Smith has often defended the idea that there will not be eternal
conscious suffering for the wicked. He also contends that the souls of
the wicked will be consumed, that God will destroy their souls, not
punish them. Al Pickering also advocates the concept that there will be
no eternal suffering for the wicked.11 While brother Smith is to be
commended for opposing liberal tendencies in our brotherhood, he
must be opposed for teaching this false doctrine.
Scope Of This Study

When a monetary bill is called counterfeit, this means it is not the
real thing, though it may appear to be real. Those trained in counterfeit
detection utilize great amounts of time studying a genuine bill. If they
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thoroughly know the real bill, then they will be able to detect the
counterfeit bill. In this study, not all the false theories and false
doctrines concerning hell will be considered. Rather most of the study
will concentrate on the true teaching of the Bible concerning this
subject. By clearly comprehending the Bible’s teaching concerning
hell, then one will be capable of recognizing error when it is being
taught.
The Words Translated “Hell”

Unfortunately, there are three different words translated hell in the
King James Version of the Bible. This may cause confusion for some
regarding this matter. Though this study will not be involved in detailed
study of the Greek and Hebrew languages, it is essential for one to
ascertain precisely which word is being translated “hell” in each
passage under consideration. Usually, the context will be an indication
which word is being used by the Biblical writer.

Note the three words that are translated “hell” in the following
chart.

The Various Words Translated “Hell” in the Bible
• Sheol

• Hades
• Gehenna

The word “hell” is used thirty-one times in the Old Testament. In
each case, it is a translation of the Hebrew word sheol—the place of the
dead. Ten times in the New Testament “hell” is a translation of the
Greek word hades—the New Testament counterpart of sheol. Hades is
found ten times in the Greek New Testament: nine times it is rendered
“hell” and once it is rendered “grave.” On one occasion, tartarus is
translated “hell” (2 Pet. 2:4). Here, it denotes the place of punishment
for the rebellious angels and it may be the place in hades where the
wicked reside until judgment.12 On eleven other occasions, “hell” is a
translation of the Greek word gehenna—the place of punishment for
the ungodly. This word is found only in the Synoptics and in James 3:6.
In the Synoptics, the word is only used by Jesus. The English word is
from a Teutonic root meaning to hide or to cover.13

There are two different compartments in hades. One is for the
righteous dead and is a place of comfort. The other compartment is for
the wicked and it is a place of torment. It seems to this writer that the
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basic difference between the compartment for the ungodly and gehenna
is a matter of duration. Hades is the temporary abode of the ungodly
until the Judgment. Then, the ungodly will be cast into everlasting
punishment into gehenna. As Jeremias said: “Hades receives the
ungodly only for the intervening period between death and resurrection,
whereas Gehenna is their place of punishment in the last judgment; the
judgment of the former is thus provisional but the torment of the latter
eternal (Mk. 9:43, 48).”14

Gehenna is the Greek form of the Hebrew word ge-henom, which
means the Valley of Hennom (Josh. 15:8; 18:16). It is also called
topheth (2 Kgs. 23:10). This was the place of the idolatrous worship of
Molech, the fire god (2 Chr. 28:3; Jer. 7:31; 32:35, Lev.18:21).
Children were offered here in fire in honor of this god. It was “pol-
luted” by Josiah and became a place of refuse and abomination. When
he instituted religious reforms among God’s people, he destroyed its
altars, broke down its high places and caused the place to be turned into
the garbage dump of the city. However, the association with the valley
was not the source of the idea of a place of eternal punishment by fire.
This concept occurs throughout the Old Testament (Deut. 32:22; Lev.
10:2; Isa. 30:27, 30, 33; 33:14; 66:24, Dan. 7:10; 12:2; Ps. 18:8; 50:3;
97:3). Thus, the idea of punishment by fire combined with this concept
to develop the idea of a place of spiritual punishment to which the
dreaded name Gehenna was given to it. This application of the place
name follows the analogy of using Palestinian places as Armageddon
(Rev. 16:16), Jerusalem (Gal. 4:26), or Sodom (Rev. 11:8) to spiritual
concepts.15 This word was adopted as a symbol for the eternal,
conscious punishment of the wicked, both in body and soul (Mt.10:28),
following Judgment Day. This dreadful valley became synonymous
with God’s final judgment against man.16 This gorge became the filth
receptacle of the city. Here, the dead bodies of criminals, the carcasses
of animals and every other kind of filth, was cast into its depth. From
the depth and narrowness of this gorge, and perhaps its ever-burning
fires, and it being the receptacle of all kinds of putrefying matter and
all that defiled the holy city, it became in latter times the image of
everlasting punishment.17 Gehenna is found in several passages in the
New Testament in this manner.18

This gorge became the technical designation for the place of final
punishment of the wicked likely for three reasons:
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1. Because it had been the location of the idolatrous worship
of Molech—children were destroyed there by fire (2 Chr.
28:3).

2. Because of these practices, King Josiah defiled the place
(2 Kgs. 23:10), and was consequently in prophecy associ-
ated with God’s judgment (Jer. 7:32).

3. Because it became the place to cast the defilements of the
city—thus, the name became synonymous with extreme
defilement.19

Although the word gehenna is only used in James 3:6 and in the
Synoptics, the doctrine of punishment in the world to come is clearly
taught in many New Testament passages. Note the following:

• Paul spoke of eternal life for those who do good, and wrath and
fury for those who do evil. There will be tribulation and anguish
for those who practice evil (Rom. 2:3-9).

• All men will appear before the judgment seat of Christ and
receive good or evil, according to what they have done in this life
(2 Cor. 5:10). The terror of this judgment was used as a motiva-
tor in Christ’s and Paul’s work (Mt. 10:28). (Yet, some say it is
not a proper motive.)

• At the return of Christ, the wicked will experience sudden
destruction (1 Thess. 5:3). He will come in flaming fire taking
vengeance on the ungodly and they will suffer everlasting
destruction (2 Thess. 1:7-9).

• The writer of Hebrews speaks of a fire of judgment against
God’s enemies (Heb. 10:27).

• God knows how to reserve the ungodly under punishment until
the Day of Judgment (2 Pet. 2:12).

• The inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah serve as an example by
undergoing a punishment of eternal fire (Ju. 7).

• John said the ungodly would have their lot in the lake of fire and
brimstone (Rev. 21:8).

These passages demonstrate that the apostles followed the Lord in
teaching that this life issues in two destinies, eternal bliss or torment in
eternal hell.20
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Have You Heard There Is No Hell?
If There Is, It Is Not Everlasting Punishment.

Even many who are religiously inclined suggest there is no hell.
The New Testament clearly teaches that hell is real and that the
punishment there is everlasting. Even atheists have admitted that the
Bible clearly teaches this doctrine. One atheist said:

The New Testament does as a matter of fact plainly, emphati-
cally and repeatedly threaten eternal punishment in hell ... This
(Mat. 25:46) is one of the solemnest pronouncements of our
Lord Jesus Christ. (Everlasting punishment) Nevertheless, there
have been attempts made, especially since the seventeenth
century, to get around the plain sense of the passage ... There-
fore, the New Testament certainly does teach hell fire. In fact, I
think it would not be an exaggeration to say that it is one of the
main themes of the New Testament ... The people I cannot
respect—and their name is legion—are those who no more
believe this stuff than I do but nevertheless claim to be Chris-
tians and puff themselves up for so being.21

Even an atheist, who certainly does not believe in the concept of
Biblical inspiration, can easily ascertain that the New Testament clearly
teaches that hell is a reality and that it is everlasting.

The early “Church Fathers” gave unanimous testimony in favor of
the belief in hell. It was not until Origen (185-254) that a major church
leader denied the doctrine. (He held a number of other non-Biblical
views.) Denying the doctrine of hell has often been accompanied by
weak views of the inspiration of the Bible. If one will not believe the
clear teaching of the Bible concerning hell, how can he embrace the
verbal inspiration of the text? Yet, many religious people deny the very
existence of hell.22

God’s Word teaches that conscious suffering is to be the lot of the
ungodly in the next life. This will be the action of the divine govern-
ment for violation of its laws. Some advocate that this punishment will
be limited to remorse of conscience. This will certainly be a conse-
quence of eternal torment, but not the penalty. One guilty of a heinous
crime does not pay his sentence by remorse. He must still pay the
penalty for his crime. Many languish in prison cells over their crimes;
yet, bitter regrets will not discharge the debt they owe.23

God’s Word clearly and emphatically teaches that the duration of
hell is to be eternal. It is true that the words “everlasting” and “eternal”
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may occasionally be used of a temporary state (as is clearly noted by
the context, cf. Ex. 12:14; Num. 25:13); however, this is definitely not
the manner the words are used in reference to hell. This is evidenced by
the fact that the same word qualifies both everlasting life with God for
the godly when this life is over and everlasting punishment of the
wicked (Mt. 25:46). The same Greek word describes one’s joyful life
with God and the punishment of the ungodly.24 Thus, if hell is only
temporary punishment, then heaven is only a temporary reward, for the
same word describes the duration of each place.

In Matthew 25, Jesus gave man a description of eschatological
events. Matthew 25:46 provides two important truths for man: 1) The
doom of the wicked will last as long as the reward of the righ-
teous—the same Greek word describes both destinies, and 2) That the
doom of the wicked is a punishment (not annihilation). The word
“punishment” expresses misery and suffering.25 The destinies are
revealed by the Lord for the godly and the ungodly in these verses. The
verdicts of verses 34, 41and 46 are eternal punishment and eternal life.
Daniel 12:2 (Septuagint) speaks of some going to shame and everlast-
ing contempt. It is to be noted that eternal (aionios) modifies life (v.
34), fire (v. 41), and punishment (v. 46) in Jesus’ statements. Whatever
is meant in one case must be meant in the other verses. Those on the
left hand of the Lord in this image receive eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels (v. 41).26 There is a fascinating thing about the
original language of this verse. Note the modifiers in verse forty-one:
each modifier of “the fire” is added by a separate article, “the fire,” “the
eternal,” “the one made ready.” These articles make each modifier a
kind of apposition and thus form a climax. The word “eternal” was
spoken by the Lord after time has already ceased and therefore cannot
be understood in some limited sense. Hell was originally prepared for
the devil and his angels as a fit punishment for them. Men are con-
signed to this devil’s fire because they have turned from God to the
devil. Verse forty-six uses few words to state such tremendous realities.
This verse is a clear commentary on the eternal fire of verse forty-one.
Our Lord clearly stated that this fire is eternal punishment for the
wicked. This punishment is removal from the enjoyment of God, the
saints and the angels in the new heavenly world. “Instead of God, the
devil; instead of the saints and the angels, the company of the damned
and the devil’s angels. Instead of heavenly joy, hellish torture will be
there. They exclude themselves and also must be excluded from God



426 Hell: The Place Prepared for the Devil

and all holiness, and that means hell. Verse forty-six settles the
question; hell is as eternal as heaven.”27 Those who argue away the
existence of hell and of the devil are not the righteous but those who
contradict the King and are in danger of arriving in hell.

One learns from these verses that the punishment in hell is: 1)
Separation from God—Depart from me, 2) Association—prepared for
the devil and his angels—the most gruesome togetherness of all, and 3)
Everlasting fire. It is clear this punishment will last on and on, without
ever coming to an end. The adjectives used in verse forty-six must be
rendered the same in both of these balanced and coordinate clauses,
eternal or everlasting.28

Jesus graphically depicts hell in Mark 9. He said the fire is
unquenchable, thus it will never cease burning (Mk. 9:43-46, 48).29 If
one cannot believe what Jesus said about hell, how can he take
seriously what He had to say about heaven? If one cannot trust what
Jesus said about hell, how can he trust what He said about anything else
in the Scriptures?
My God Would Not Send Anyone To Hell!

Some attempt to shorten the duration of hell by pointing to the love
of God (1 Jn. 4:8). These unfortunate individuals are ignoring other
attributes of God, and they completely disregard the fact that His
goodness is just as much evidenced in His characteristics of justice and
truth as in His love and patience. Love and patience are valid principles
only when the principles of justice and truth are also operative in the
divine government. Were the Creator to cease to be just and truthful,
He would cease to be good. The effort to emphasize some of the
attributes of God to the neglect or exclusion of the other attributes, or
to array some attributes against others, is to compromise the very nature
of God. Yes, God is love. Yet, He is also a God of wrath because of His
aversion to sin—the penalty of which is conscious suffering in hell
forever. This penalty is grounded in His goodness and His sense of
justice.30

Some have argued that since God is love then Him punishing the
ungodly is a contradiction. What is essential to understand is that God
is as infinite in justice, holiness and righteousness as He is in love and
goodness. Therefore, He cannot tolerate sin. If God simply tolerated
sin, He would not be worthy of man’s worship. As man looks at the
very concept of God, it is a misappropriation of Biblical teaching to
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merely choose one attribute of the Lord, say His love, and neglect His
other attributes, say His justice. Paul pointed out this very fact in
Romans 11:22 when he spoke of the goodness and the severity of God.
One has a distorted, incomplete picture of God who will only consider
His goodness and love. His severity is seen in the fact that He will
punish the disobedient.31

It is vital to consider the matter of retribution. What does sin
actually deserve? What does man deserve because of his sin? How can
he possibly know what he deserves for it? How can man know what is
the just penalty for our sin? Consider two important points:

• God is the One man has sinned against.
• All accountable men have sinned (Rom. 3:23).

Since all men have sinned, how could man decide what is the just
penalty for sin? How could man really answer objectively since he has
sinned himself? Man is looking at the issue through the eyes of
transgressors. Would it be fair for twelve vicious murderers to decide
the just penalty for a mass murderer? In like manner, man cannot know,
by his own wisdom, the just penalty for sin. God is the One Who man
has sinned against; therefore, only He can know the just penalty for our
offense toward Him. The only way man can know the just penalty for
sin is for God to reveal that to him. God has said clearly that the just
penalty for sin is everlasting punishment. Man can know something of
the heinousness of sin by considering the price it takes to get man out
of sin (1 Pet.1:18-19), and by considering what the punishment for sin
will be if man lives and dies in it. The goal of God’s discipline is the
improvement, the development of its subject with a view to the
realization of the high and holy purposes that God has determined for
the saved. There is no training or instruction intended in the retribution
of the condemned. Hebrews 12:6-8 points this out. There, one class of
individuals is addressed as “sons” and the other class as “not sons.”
God is seen as working for the betterment of one group (sons), but
condemning the other group (not sons). There is no improvement
anticipated in this dealing with the condemned. Judgment falls on them
as vindication of the dignity of the One to whom every creature owes
its existence and Whose will has been outraged by sin. Punishment is
inflicted as a requital of offense against God. The moral order of the
universe must be and will be upheld. This is vindication of the dishonor
done to the very Person of God. The most Scripturally enlightened men
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are not able to fully comprehend the true nature of sin, nor its effect
upon the One Who is infinitely holy. Thus, His vindicating punishment
is beyond human understanding. Therefore, it is clearly disclosed in the
words of the Bible. In Romans 12:19, God asserts His reaction to sin,
and He also implies the necessity for penalty. Retribution must
correspond to the required punishment. It is as certain as the character
of God Himself that whatever punishment is imposed will be just and
right and will be recognized as such by all. It is a manifestation of
divine wrath. As God reveals in His Word the destiny of the lost, it is
with the appeal that men will turn to His grace. Evil will ultimately be
dismissed by God. The Moral Governor of the universe will deal with
evil to that degree of perfection that characterizes all His works. The
Bible predicts a coming victory over evil, which no unaided finite mind
can grasp. The finite mind of man cannot extricate itself from sinful
corrupt surroundings. Thus, his mind often fails to comprehend the
divine triumph over evil and sin, which the Lord will execute with
divine perfection. God being infinitely holy cannot sustain any relation
to sin except to judge it by the flame of righteousness, which He is. His
triumph will be perfect and eternal.32

It is certainly reasonable for God to impose a sentence that He
knows to be appropriate for our sins against Him.33 Hell is mentioned
numerous times in God’s Word to rouse the conscience to fear of the
wrath of the heavenly Judge (Mt. 10:28).34

Does The Bible Really Teach The Ungodly Will Endure Endless
Suffering In Hell? How Does The Bible Describe This Place?

The answer to the above question is an emphatic “Yes!” The Bible
teaches such in the most direct and unmistakable manner. When an
honest reader considers the evidence of the Bible itself, he will be led
irresistibly to this conclusion. Hell is described as a horrible place of
outer darkness, everlasting punishment, weeping and gnashing of teeth,
and where the worm dieth not (Mt. 8:12; 25:46; Mk.9:44).35 Neal
Pollard commented on this aspect of hell, saying:

In the days of Jesus Jerusalem’s garbage was dumped in
Hinnom’s vile valley. Therefore, it became associated with what
was defiled and impure. Jesus referred to hell saying it was a
place where “their worm dieth not” (Mk. 9:44, 46, 48). He was
referring to the maggot. Thus, the Lord of heaven and earth
depicted hell as a horrid place that no one would knowingly go
to. Most likely His use of the word worms is figurative, likely
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illustrating the spiritual decay, but not the annihilation of the
soul.36

Are These Descriptions Of Hell Figurative Or Literal?
This question has often been debated among those who claim to

believe the Bible, and it deserves profound consideration. It is often
difficult for man, a material being, to understand spiritual concepts.
Thus, it would seem that physical things of which man is aware are
used through God’s revelation to acquaint him with spiritual concepts.
One might ask: “In what other manner could man even perceive an
image of spiritual eternal things?” It seems to this writer that God uses
symbolic terms to describe places like heaven and hell. The description
of heaven is informing man that this eternal abode of God’s people is
wonderful beyond imagination in ways man is not even able to grasp.
The Lord’s description of hell informs man that to be separated from
God and all that is good and holy forever is such a tragic terrible loss.
It should aid man in understanding the intensity of suffering, and the
fact that we are responsible and accountable for our actions. The image
of hell in the New Testament also helps man to know that punishment
in its most fundamental aspect is retribution. The horrible description
of hell indicates how horrible sin really is to our God. He reveals to
man that it is the just punishment of sin.37

As noted, the Greek word gehenna, translated “hell” comes from
the Greek form of the Hebrew name for the valley of Hinnom, a spot
south of Jerusalem where the garbage of the city was taken and burned.
This continual burning of rubbish became a figure for eternal punish-
ment.38 Thus, even the name itself contains some symbolism. While the
descriptions of hell may be figurative, God’s Word teaches it is a real
place of torment.

Likely, “fire” is used as a metaphor to describe hell for man. Hell
is an infinite place, yet man is a finite being. Thus, the writers of the
Bible are describing such a horrible place that cannot be described
because of man’s limited experiences. Therefore, they had to reason
from what we know to what we do not know. The description of hell
in the Bible is the Lord’s manner of explaining to man that hell is far
worse than anything man has ever considered. The nearest thing to it in
our experiences is fire. On careful thought then, hell is far worse than
anything man has ever considered. In like manner, heaven is far more
wonderful than anything man has ever considered. Ponder the follow-
ing descriptions of hell:
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• Furnace of fire (Mt. 13:42)
• Everlasting fire (Mt.25:46)
• Baptism of fire (Mt.3:12)
• The fire that is not quenched (Mk.9:44-45)
• Fire and Brimstone (Rev. 20:10)
• The Lake of fire (Rev. 20:15)

There is no doubt that the Lord describes hell as a place of fire.39

Consider the flag of the United States. That symbol is not powerful in
itself; however, it represents the most powerful nation on earth.
Consider all of her military might symbolized by that flag. If the
descriptions of hell are symbolic, these symbols represent a real place
that is so terrible that is cannot even be described adequately in human
language.

It seems obvious that the design of the sacred writers in using such
figures to describe hell is to awaken the concept of something quite
terrible and fearful. They mean to teach that the punishment beyond the
grave will bring about the same distress as produced on earth by the
objects used to represent them. Man is so little acquainted with the state
hereafter, and with the exact nature of our spiritual bodies, that strictly
literal representations of such punishment could not likely be made
intelligible to man. These terms are meant to denote great and unending
miseries.40

The Reality Of Hell And Sin
The awfulness of sin indicates the horrible nature of hell. As

sinners, men have a tendency to downgrade the terrible nature of sin.
God’s Word reveals to man the horrendous nature of sin, showing:

• Sin disgraces man (Pro.14:34).
• Sin enslaves man (Jn. 8:34).
• Sin spiritually slays man (Rom. 6:23).
• Sin aligns one with Satan (1 Jn. 3:8).
• Sin is so horrible God cannot tolerate it nor have any fellowship

with it (Hab. 1:13). It is completely opposed to His nature,
purpose and desire.
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• Sin is so horrible because of the price paid for sin (1 Pet. 1:18-
19). All the horrible things that happened to Jesus occurred
because of man’s sin.

If man will consider the horrible nature of sin, he can begin to ascertain
the terrible nature of hell. God’s wrath will come on the disobedient
(Col. 3:6).41 If man could comprehend the horrid nature of sin, hell
would not seem so unreasonable to him.
Why Does God Punish Men?

This question is often asked by men. Fortunately, the Bible
furnishes man with answers. Man may learn the answers to many of his
questions by carefully noting God’s warnings concerning punishment.
However, why does God punish men? Consider these explanations:

• The Lord warns men of punishment and punishes men to
deter man from wickedness. All through the Bible God
warns men of the consequences of living ungodly lives
(Heb. 3:12f; Deut. 11:26-28).

• God warns men of punishment and punishes men to lead
them to reform their lives (Mt. 3:1-11; Rev. 2:1-7).

• God punishes men because of what sin actually de-
serves—retribution. God informs man that everlasting
punishment is what sin actually deserves. Punishment to
have any real effect must entail retribution.42

CONCLUSION
Merely thinking about hell is unsettling and quite unpleasant.

Preaching about it is often not popular and increasingly is being
avoided in many places. However, we must never forget that hell is
real. We must all do our best to avoid this place of torment. God wants
no one to go there (2 Pet. 3:8-9). The cross is positive proof of this.
Those who go there go in spite of the rich provisions God has supplied
so man can avoid this horrid abode (Eph. 2:8-9).43 Brethren need to
know of the erroneous concepts being advocated among our number
today, and they need to know the identity of those who teach such ideas
(1 Jn. 4:1). The Holy Spirit placed ample information in the Bible
concerning the eternal punishment of the evil and no human being has
the authority to change what the Spirit has revealed to man through His
Word.44
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Is hell real? Positively, “Yes!” The Word of God describes hell as
a place of everlasting torment, everlasting destruction, everlasting
punishment, outer darkness and a lake of fire. The Bible teaches this as
clearly as it teaches there is a place called heaven, that God is real and
that Jesus is His Son. If you believe the Bible, if you believe in Jesus
Christ, then you must believe there is an eternal hell. Preaching and
teaching about hell is a valid Scriptural motive for causing man to
consider the life he is living and be prepared to meet the Lord. Proverbs
4:26 wisely admonishes to ponder the path of thy feet. All of us do this
in a material manner. For instance, one would not think of stepping
onto an aircraft without knowing its destination. Should one not use
equal caution concerning the direction of his life? Should one not stop
and ask where the course he is now following will lead? In what
direction is one headed? There are only two destinies!45

Unfortunately, many in our land do not believe that hell exists. U.S.
News & World Report had an article on hell in 1991, which observes:

Hell has been attacked by modern intellectualism and paled by
the fires of Hiroshima and the Holocaust, hell’s frightful imagery
has lost much of its fury. By most accounts, it has all but
disappeared from the pulpit rhetoric of mainline Protestantism.

Thus to say that it is evident there is a weakness and a lack of convic-
tion about the Bible teaching on hell by those who should be the best
informed about the subject is an understatement.46 Joe Gilmore well
said: “To say there will not be any eternal punishment for the wicked
is to slander the God of the Bible and to impeach His divine
veracity!”47

One day we will all stand before God, the Great Judge. Unlike
human courts, in this judgment there will be no mistakes as to the facts,
no errors as to the law or as to applying the law, no mistake as to the
decision of guilt or innocence and no mistake as to the punishment of
the guilty.48 May we all prepare for that ultimate day (Rom.14:12;
2 Cor. 5:10; Mt. 25:46), realizing there is a heaven to gain and a hell to
shun.
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